Living On or Off Campus
LIVING ON CAMPUS
Campus Living

housing.buffalo.edu
106 Spaulding, North Campus

(716) 645-2171, 866-285-8806 (toll-free)

ub-reshalls@buffalo.edu, ub-apts@buffalo.edu
UB Campus Living offers a living and learning environment through two South Campus and 11 North Campus residence halls, as well as our five apartment complexes. A professional staff provides ongoing support and life skill programs to campus residents. Services include on-campus housing assignments, residential life programs, custodial and maintenance services.

Housing Options

housing.buffalo.edu/overview.php

First-year or sophomore students who choose to live on campus live in traditional residence halls in one-, two-, three-, or four-person rooms. Kitchens, bathrooms, and lounges are shared with the community. Residence hall floors are close-knit families where students learn to live with many others from all over the state, country, and world. Residence Hall Agreements (housing contracts) last for the fall and spring semesters. 

Apartments

housing.buffalo.edu/apartments
Students with 60 UB credits, or who have spent four semesters in UB residence halls are eligible to apply for housing in UB apartments. Application collection for the fall semester begins in January; there is a $25 non-refundable application fee. Priority is given to students who have lived the most semesters on-campus. In UB apartments, students have their own single bedroom and share the apartment with up to four roommates. Each air-conditioned apartment has a kitchen with a dishwasher and microwave, living/dining area, and private baths shared with one other person. Depending on the complex, apartments have 10- or 12-month contracts. Apartment assignments begin in February and continue throughout spring and summer as cancellations occur. 

Residential Life

housing.buffalo.edu/current.php
In the residence halls a student’s first resource is the Resident Advisor (RA) or Academic Assistant (AA). These students are specially trained to help residential students. If they cannot assist, students should always feel free to contact their Hall Director, Assistant Hall Director, or Area Office. 

Roommates


housing.buffalo.edu/roommates.php
An important part of the on-campus living experience is living with a roommate. If roommates have challenges living together, we recommend that students discuss their problems first with the roommate directly. If that is ineffective, students may speak with any member of the residence life staff for help. The biggest mistake roommates make is not discussing a problem as it develops. Some key points to remember include: 
· Be willing to speak freely and listen 

· Try to understand rather than evaluate 

· Be receptive to different ways of life and different values 

· Roommates do not have to be best friends (though some grow to be) 

· Respect your roommate as a person and be willing to compromise 

· Share common interests, build on them, and develop others 

· Have other friends 

Renewing Campus Housing

roomres.urh.buffalo.edu
Housing sign up for the upcoming academic year happens early in the spring semester (usually February) via an online application process.  Apartment sign up occurs in January. To renew housing for the next year, students should be sure to redeposit by the deadline and apply online. If your student is interested in and eligible for both the apartments and the residence halls, he or she must apply for each separately. After completing the online application process, students will receive materials in their campus mail or postal mail for those living off-campus. These materials will outline the Room Reservation Process. During this process, students will select their actual room and roommate(s). Students will be given a specific time and date to log-in to the Room Reservation system. Your student must pay close attention to the dates of these processes. If your student misses either part of the process, he or she may not get a room. If students have not received Room Reservation Process materials by mid-March, they should contact Campus Living immediately. 

Commuting to UB

Nearly 20,000 UB students live off campus and commute to the university. Campus services at UB are designed to accommodate the needs of these students including: 

· Commuter E-Newsletter: 

Commuters can stay connected with everything on campus by signing up for the Commuter E-Newsletter at www.student-affairs.buffalo.edu/activities/comserv.php.

· Lounge in the Student Union: 

This is a comfortable relaxing space in the hub of the University, especially for commuter students to spend time between classes.

· Commuter Parking:

UB has 790 parking spaces reserved for commuter students, faculty and staff in the Hochstetter B and Jarvis A Lots (North Campus).  Our carpool programs are especially useful for commuters.  Carpools receive preferred parking in areas around the Academic Spine, North Campus, and on South Campus. In addition, Park & Ride lots, easily accessible from each campus entrance, make it easy for commuters to park and ride easily to any campus location on UB shuttles. 

· Commuter Transportation (MetroPasses):
· A limited number of free rail-only passes are available for students living within ¾ mile of the rail line or who have responsibilities on the downtown campus.  For additional information go to ub-parking.buffalo.edu.

· Passes for the NFTA Metro, bus and rail, are available for sale through Sub-Board I Ticket Office, 221 Student Union.

· Ride Board:

Students looking for rides home outside the Buffalo area may post their ride opportunities or needs on the Commuter Ride Board at the top of the stairs in the Student Union, opposite Pistachios. 

· Commuter Dining:

www.myubcard.com/dining/mealplans 
Dining for commuters is easy. Students who live off campus may purchase any meal plan or open a Dining Dollars account with as little as $50. Dining Dollars gives off-campus students the flexibility of eating at many different facilities on campus.

· Lockers for Commuter Students: 

To make it easier to cart belongings during long school days, UB rents lockers to students on a yearly or semester-by-semester basis. The lockers go fast, so it is advisable to rent them as early as possible at the beginning of the semester. To rent a locker, students should go to the Student Union Information Booth. The Undergraduate Student Association (SA) also reserves a limited number of free lockers for undergraduate students. 
LIVING INDEPENDENTLY OFF CAMPUS
Be Sure It’s UB
If your student is considering off-campus housing, please research it carefully to understand what your student will receive from each provider. UB has no affiliation with any off-campus housing providers. Several private development companies, including those that offer apartments on Sweet Home Road, may look like they are affiliated with the University at Buffalo, but if you or your student do not see the UB logo, it is not UB housing. If you or your student are uncertain, please contact Campus Living. 
Off-Campus Student Services


livingoffcampus.buffalo.edu
  

109 Allen Hall, South Campus

(716) 829-3541,
stu-offcampus@buffalo.edu 

Each spring, many UB students make the transition from the close-knit residence halls to independent, off-campus living. Off-Campus Student Services offers advice and resources to help students manage the move. When searching for an off-campus residence, you and your student should keep the following in mind: 
· Safety must be the priority; encourage your student to choose a safe living environment, even if it costs a little more
· The University at Buffalo does not inspect or endorse any off campus rental properties
· The University at Buffalo does not endorse any offers made by participants of the roommate discussion board or any other online resources for roommate matching
· Students should carefully check out potential housemates and thoroughly inspect rental property before signing a lease
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