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STUDENT ACADEMIC RECORDS & FINANCIAL
SERVICES/STUDENT RESPONSE CENTER
http://src.buffalo.edu/financialaid/index.shtml 
(716) 645-2450 (Local)
(866) 838-7257 (Toll Free)
E-mail: src@buffalo.edu
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday

IMPORTANT CODES FOR UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS ATTENDING THE UNIVERSITY AT BUFFALO
Federal Title IV School Code: 002837

TAP School Code for Undergraduate Students: 1010

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID: A CHECKLIST
nn As soon as possible after January 1, 2008, your son or

daughter should have completed and submitted the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). This can be
done online at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov. Please note that,
in order to complete and submit the FAFSA electron-
ically, if your student does not already have a federal
PIN number, one parent and your son or daughter need
to obtain a number at http://www.pin.ed.gov. Once you
have both registered for the PIN number, it will be sent
to you electronically (usually within 72 hours).

nn The FAFSA asks for basic information that is needed to
determine a student’s eligibility for all federal financial
aid programs. When completing the 2008 – 2009
FAFSA, your son or daughter needs to use the 2007
federal tax return (for both you and your student).

nn If your son or daughter wishes to be considered for
campus-based funds, such as the College Work-Study
Program, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant
(SEOG), Perkins Loan, and/or Health Professional Loan,
the FAFSA must have been processed and received
back from the Federal Processor by March 1, 2008. 

nn New York State residents can apply for the Tuition
Assistance Program (TAP) on the web while filing the
FAFSA application online. This can be accomplished
by clicking on the “New York State Residents Only”
link located on the “Confirmation Page” at the end of
the FAFSA on the web application. Clicking on this
link immediately allows the student to file for TAP
online, using the same information that is provided on
the FAFSA. If your son or daughter files the TAP
application online, he or she will NOT receive a
paper Express TAP Application (ETA) in the mail.
However, if your student misses this link, a paper 
ETA will automatically be mailed.

nn Paper Version of the Express TAP Application
(ETA): Information gathered from the FAFSA and from
your family’s calculated New York State Taxable Income
will be pre-printed on the form. Your son or daughter
needs to review this information, change any incorrect
items, complete any missing items and then sign and

mail the form, using the return envelope. For the 2008 –
2009 application, your student needs to use the 2007
New York State tax return (for both you and your son or
daughter). If you have any questions, contact the New
York State Higher Education Corporation (NYHESC),
either online at http://www.hesc.com or by telephone 
at (888) 697-4372.

nn Once the FAFSA has been processed, your son or
daughter will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR). It is
important to review the information on the SAR very
carefully. If corrections are needed, they can be made
electronically at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov. Remember,
you need a federal PIN number to access and submit
any changes. Students can inquire about the status of
their FAFSA, either online at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
or by telephone at (800) 433-3243.

ELIGIBILITY FOR FINANCIAL AID
UB determines a student’s financial need by subtracting
the Expected Family Contribution (EFC) that is provided
by the Federal Processor from the total educational
costs associated with the student’s attendance at the
University at Buffalo. This includes tuition, fees, room,
meal plan, books/supplies, transportation, and personal
expenses. Beginning, March 1, UB mails a financial aid
award letter to accepted students. The award letter that
the student receives, which is for the upcoming
academic year, lists the financial aid for which the
student has qualified. In some cases, the student may
need to supply additional information due to missing
requirements. The next step is for the student to accept
the award(s) that he or she wants via the BIRD
telephone system at (716) 645-7800. 

THE FEDERAL DIRECT STUDENT LOAN (FDSL)
PROGRAM
The FDSL Program, established by the Student Loan
Reform Act of 1993, provides a way for students to
borrow money to pay for education after high school. 
If a school participates in the FDSL, it receives loan funds
directly from the United States Department of Education
and then disburses the money to eligible students. The
University at Buffalo is a direct loan provider.

Types of Loans Available under the FDSL Program
F Direct Subsidized Stafford Loan

This is a subsidized loan, which means that the
federal government pays the interest on the loan
while the student is in school, as well as during
specified deferments. Eligibility for this type of loan
is based on the student’s demonstrated financial
need. The interest is a variable rate, adjusted
annually, with a fixed rate of 6.8 percent. When a
student ceases to be enrolled at least halftime, the
student receives exit counseling on his or her
student loans, which then go into repayment status.
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