Personal Safety Committee
September 20, 2011 Minutes

Committee Members in Attendance:
· Jerry Schoenle

· Toby Shapiro

· Kathleen Murphy

· Ken Hood

· Lynda Burey

· Anna Sotelo-Peryea

· Elizabeth Lidano

· Dan Ryan

· Jane Fischer
Jerry Schoenle
· Not a lot to report

· Biggest thing occurred at SUNY Oswego with a UB student who will probably be charged with sexual assault

· There have been a lot of alcohol-related problems. Sharon Mitchell does a report on alcohol-related issues. Last year was a record year. There have been a lot of problems on the buses from 2-4 am
· Mental health transports are up; September 2010 – record number of transports 
· The number of clients in counseling at UB has increased since Virginia Tech
· First Six Weeks Task Force

· Was put together this year to do a better job of marketing 

· The group partnered with the Student Association, especially to promote late night activities

· Division of Athletics also joined the group, which brought new things to the table

· Toby Shapiro has requested that, if this group convenes next summer, that someone from New Student Programs be invited

· Personal Safety Committee Annual Report

· A copy was distributed to each person

· A lot has changed the way we do business – i.e., outside consultants who were brought in to review lighting, blue light emergency phones on North & South Campus, & security cameras
· The new North Campus lighting, blue light phones, & security cameras are expected to go live in October

· Jerry requested that committee members look at the Personal Safety Committee report for recommended changes
· Larceny was up significantly in the spring 2011 semester

· Safety is not just a University Police issue; many other groups/departments help to make UB safe, resulting in an expansion of resources

· Links for some of the UB websites have changed due to ADA requirements

· 10-11 pay phones that are also blue light phones may not be needed any more

· Roundabouts may help with pedestrian safety

· Opening up the entrance to Greiner Hall for two-way traffic is being reviewed

· There was an article in the Spectrum where a parent complained that the new blue light phones were not operational for the fall semester; the completion date has been moved up

· Verizon Service: there is a backlog due to Hurricane Irene & subsequent flooding

· UPD has the ability to broadcast from the new blue light phones – can be heard from anywhere on campus

· There was also a Spectrum article about the lack of campus-wide alerts in certain situations

· Whether or not to send an alert is a judgment call
· Some alerts are sent due to mandatory Cleary Act requirements

· There was a small fire in Clemens Hall; the building was evacuated, but it was not deemed to be necessary to send out a campus-wide alert
· Larceny was a problem in the men’s locker room at Alumni Arena: someone was bringing in bolt cutters & breaking into lockers; through various investigative methods, UPD targeted a suspect & arrested him

· A lot of arrests have been made on South Campus due to the security cameras; UPD hopes to do the same on North Campus once the security cameras go live

· Downtown Campus: Thus far, UPD’s role has been advisory

University Heights

· We are experiencing typical September problems

· Need to increase Buffalo Police Department resources for September, which the BPD is now addressing with increased police presence

· Fewer robberies this year
Violence Prevention Team
· Looking at quarterly in service training for faculty & staff

· The first two trainings were very successful with 40-50 people participating

· Looking at the next steps – possibly a –panel

· There has been a request for training in self-care; would probably be a smaller audience (people who are in direct response roles); Counseling Services is taking the lead on this project.

· Enough is Enough Campaign

· No more violence on college campuses

· The focus this year is to replace violence with random acts of kindness
· An event will  be held at the end of the year to honor bystanders/students who have done good things/have stepped up to take care of each other

AlcoholEdu
· Has gone well this year

· Only 89 students haven’t take AlcoholEdu 

· Wellness Education Services will follow up with these students

Wellness Education Services
· Wellness Education Services is looking at the National College Health Assessment data

· Anna Sotelo-Peryea distributed the National College Health Assessment data comparing UB with national standards

· UB rates are better than national standards in some cases – i.e., tobacco smokers

· Alcohol consumption has always been a little higher at UB than nationally

· In terms of high risk populations:

· Athletes have the lowest rates of smoking & high-risk alcohol & marijuana use

· Greek-affiliated students have the highest rate of tobacco use, alcohol & marijuana use & high-risk alcohol & marijuana use

· LGB students have higher rates of smiling & high risk alcohol & marijuana use
· More LGB students at UB are reporting than previously
· Wellness Education Services is looking at ways to get more involved with Greeks

· Buffalo Police/E District has asked if there is a way for them to meet with Greeks. 

· There is a movement locally to reach out to LGBT students through the Erie County Coalition for Violence Against Women

· Crisis Services is working on a report that will delineate how many UB students use Crisis Services

· If the Personal Safety Committee wants Wellness Education Services to look at any other issues, they will be happy to do so

· Some students have recently asked for information on bullying

· October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month: people will be asked to wear purple on specific dates

SBI Health Education

· Take Back the Night: October 18, 7 pm

· Thursday is Rain Day – tabling in the Student Union Lobby

· The Rape Crises Advisory Committee has been meeting for several months

· Safety Services: Walk stations are up & running

· North Campus, Sunday – Thursday, 8 pm – 2 am

· South Campus walk stations sporadic due to delayed funding for Work Study students & the fact that there is van service on South Campus

Fire & Life Safety
· Building inspectors have been moving along: This year they are honing in on space heaters that are plugged into wall outlets (tip-over issues)

· September 4: Neighborhood Day with a dorm room burn

· Students have asked Fire & Life Safety for a fire safety day program – October 15, 11 am – 3 pm near Wilkeson

· Getzville Fire Department Open House: October 15 – great events, especially for children
Libraries

· Monitors in the libraries post events

· Kindle loan service

· Capen Library: space has been upgraded to create silent study areas; the Honors College is now located in rehabilitated space in Capen Library

· The libraries are not currently employing PSAs for budgetary reasons

· Smoking is a problem

· Anna said that Sharlynn Daun-Barnett could schedule a workshop for library staff 

· While UPD isn’t in the “smoking monitoring business,” they politely advise people who they see smoking

· Anna said that Wellness Education Services is currently working on obtaining volunteers to politely inform people who are smoking of the university’s no smoking policy

SWJ

· The Student Association has to approve the justices

· This is always a busy time for transports

